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Are You Ready For Harvest? 

Fall Meeting•Show & Tell 

Sunday Septemebr 20 th , 2009 

September, 2009 

THE HOOSIER KERNEL 
Publication of the  

INDIANA NUT GROWERS ASSOCIATION 
J.R. McKenna, Editor 

Volume 56, No. 3 

Bring a dish to share, tables & comfortable chairs, auction 
items, and things to Show & Tell! 
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Fall Show & Tell Meeting!Directions 
David & Karen Richards, 6526 Persimmon Ridge Rd., N ineveh IN 46164, 

 (317) 878-9893 

Dave has been removing invasive autumn olive and bush honeysuckle planted 30 years ago which has taken over in our 
woods edges, making room for bee hives.  Now natural native plants are returning.   The berries of invasive plants don’t 
have the nutritional value for bird life as the native varieties do.   Fewer birds are returning from winter migration. 

Gardening organically has been a must for 30 years here using mulching and manure from goats, chickens and 
horses. A wildlife plan was developed through ASCS. Hunting is good here for deer, but it is difficult to keep them away 
from the green bean and sweet potato crop even with 10 ft barbed wire. 

A retired Biology teacher, David, is on the construction committee for local Habitat for Humanity and building 
and grounds supervisor for the Brown County Historical Society. He is a member of the Brown County Native Wood-
lands Project to eliminate invasive plants (many from Asia) from our acreage. After almost total destruction of our 
Northern Pecan plantings years ago, great care for protecting seedlings is necessary at our place. Nut maturity from Car-
pathian Walnut and Northern Pecan is a problem for us. We’d like suggestions. Wild bees and small wasps now pollinate 
fruit trees and vegetables.   Dave & Karen Richards 

Map to the Richards 
Farm

Look for a row of Mail-
boxes on Persimmon Ridge. 
 Go Up Steep Hill ---– 
At the Green Barn on the 
Left, turn and enter the gate 
Drive slow on driveway, 
cross dam, park along gar-
den, tennis court and field 
edge.

Richards 
Farm 
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Minutes from the May Grafting Meeting 
by Jim McKenna due to Bill Heiman’s Absence 

Grace was said by Bobby Swaffart at about 11:45 AM.  A wonderful 
lunch and excessive dessert table was enjoyed by all. 

At 1:00 PM, Don Stohler (INGA Vice President), called the meeting 
to order.  He thanked the 
Scott’s for hosting the meet-
ing and noted that they have 
a beautiful home.  No new 
business was offered.  Four 
to six people said they might 
come to the NNGA meeting 
at Purdue.  A suggestion was 
made to move to the auction 
1st before the grafting dem-
onstrations and five new 

members were recognized and applauded.  The business meeting 
was closed by 1:05 PM.  Such a short business meeting was noted 
due to the absence of Bill Heiman and Jerry Lehman who were 
truly missed! 

May 31, 2009        Grafting Meeting at Bill & Wanda Scott
Attendance         Total 46
Tom Lechner Indianapolis IN Sam Dodd Indianapolis IN
Bill & Wanda Scott Franklin IN Jerry Zimmerman Indianapolis IN
Doug Johnson Brownsburg IN Ron Grant              Guest St. Louis MO
John Barton Anderson IN Sue Grant              Guest St. Louis MO
Don Stohler Frankton IN Charles & Marilyn Spurgeon Indianapolis IN
Phil O'Connor Bloomington IN Ray Jones Kokomo IN
Jim & Verlee Weaver Zionsville IN Kenneth Marner Kokomo IN
Dave Richards Nineveh IN Gene Marner Kokomo IN
Troy Cox       New Mem.09 Graysville IN Preston & Ruth Gwinn Bloomington IN
Ross Gettinger     New LM Merom IN Vivian Gladden Indianapolis IN
Doug Fell W. Terre Haute IN Thomas & Nancy Werner Lafayette IN
Pam Peak Franklin IN Bill Koehne Greensburg IN
Jerry & Laurinda Walker Washington IN Jerry Batta Guilford IN
Austin Walker         Guest IN Forrest Owens Augusta KY
Greg Horstmeyer Lapel IN Tony & linda Cure Paragon IN
Robert Scott Trafalgar IN Mark Hildebrand Fairbanks IN
Ed Probst Columbus IN Floyd & Deanna Freeman Cannelton IN
Kay Grimm Indianapolis IN Jim McKenna W. Lafayette IN
Sue Spicer             Guest Indianapolis IN Marla Jarmer         Guest Danville, IL
Chris Gonso Coal City IN



 

 

Larry Hargis was the auction-
eer and Jerry Zimmerman 
helped display items.  Items 
auctioned were: grafted per-
simmons from Jerry Lehman; 
bulbs; tomatillo plants; paw 
paw seedlings; hybrid butter-
nut seedlings; persimmon 

bud wood 
(from Jerry Lehman); and pecans. 

 Bill Scott had a wagon to drive peo-
ple out to his nursery bed where a nice sup-
ply of rootstocks and beautiful weather cre-
ated ideal grafting conditions.  We were 
lucky to have Phil O’Connor, the IDNR Tree 
Improvement Specialist at the Vallonia Nurs-
ery come with his full tool box of grafting 
equipment.  Phil whip grafted persiommon 
and demonstrated budding too.  Jim 

McKenna, from the HTIRC at Purdue, dem-
onstrated whip and tongue and bark grafting 
of walnut.  Charles Spurgeon brought his 
grafting supplies and a good field stool and 
demonstrated veneer grafts and taught mem-
bers about good aftercare of grafts. Don 
Stohler jumped into the action as well and 
Bill Scott tried to keep up with all the graft-
ers to get some of the walnut and persimmon 
cultivars he wanted propagated.   We’ll have 
to have Bill provide a report on graft-take at 

Meeting Minutes  -  Grafting Meeting - (Continued) 
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2009 INGA Meeting Dates & Places
Meetings & Dates:

March 29   Scion Swap at Farm Bureau Insurance, Indianapolis 

May 17, or 31  Grafting at the Scott’s, Franklin 

Sept 20    Fall—Show & Tell at David & Karen Richards,   
    Nineveh 

Dec 6    Business meeting at Marion County Extension   
    Center, Indianapolis
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May 31, 2009  I N G A  AUCTION
Business Summary

Grafting Meeting  Host s Bill & Wanda Scott
Johnson County
Franklin Indiana.

Totals
Sales Total 14 Donors - 40 Items 222.00

Pay out to Donor (1) -12.00

Donation (1) 5.00

Auction Total Balance [ 215.00 ]

Parifilm Sales 39.00

New Members:

Troy / Kelly Cox
Sullivan Co, Raysville IN 09 7.00

Ross Gettinger
Sullivan Co., Merom, IN New LM 100.00

TOTAL FUNDS Received $ 361.00

AUCTION ALERT" 

 

At our Fall meeting, 3 of the 
nut-wreaths from the NNGA 
banquet will be auctioned off 

(page 8.).  These beautiful 
wreaths have excellent sam-

ples of butternut, hickory, and 
walnut and are certainly 

items to treasure. 
 

Anyone with something to 
provide is welcome to bring 
items.  Remember that the 
auction proceeds help keep 

INGA from seeking stimulus 
payments . 
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On the Stump 
by Jerry Lehman 

The 100th Annual meeting of the Northern Nut Growers is 
history. INGA assembled and executed the meeting and se-
lected Purdue University for the meeting site. Many kudos 
have been received, giving testament to the many talents 
from within INGA. All INGA members can be proud of the 
collective talents within our organization utilized to host 
NNGA’s 100th annual meeting.  

 The first credit goes to Jim McKenna who obtained 
speakers talking on 26 subjects of interest to all nut growers. 
This includes the welcome address, key note speaker, and 
banquet presentation each of whom Jim obtained. He then 
arranged the times to fit speaker’s  requests.  Jim personally 
oversaw the moderators, keeping everyone on time as well 
as attending to the audio visual equipment.  Credit also must 
go to Charles Michler, Director of the Hardwood Tree Im-
provement & Regeneration Center at Purdue, for sponsoring 
the meeting and providing the staff and logistical support for 
the field tour at the Martell Forest.

 Charles Spurgeon devoted many, many hours to 
searching all 97 annual reports to author the history of 
NNGA. Because the yearly history including officers, meet-
ing locations and more encompassed over 40 pages, it was 
too large to be included in the printed program; only the 
background history and first two years were printed in the 
meeting program. The entire history will be printed in a 
separate publication.  Doug Fell and Mark Hildebrand were 
on hand and helped at the Sunday evening BBQ, got the 
drinks ready for the Tuesday tour, and loaded the coolers 
into the busses. They were available to drive members be-
tween the conference center, dinning and lodging dorms, but 
no requests were received. Some members provided their 
own car pooling. The conference center is 10 blocks from 
the cafeteria and dorms. They also helped distribute meals 
and drinks plus drove wagons for the last tour of the confer-
ence at Barbara & Jerry Lehman’s persimmon research and 
pawpaw orchard.  Mari Briggs was influential in bring in 
additional attendees serving as the Publications Chair. Many 
Indiana publications had our event listed in their Hoosier 
events calendar.

 Members Virlee and Jim Weaver made the banquet 
table center pieces. Rather than trying to describe them 
which would be beyond my ability to describe art, look at 
the pictures on the top of page 8.  They were highly prized 
by attendees who won them, one person from each table. 
Not knowing exactly how many would be needed the Weav-
ers made extras and the two extras will be auctioned off at 

this next meeting. Virlee is truly an artist.  

 INGA member Ken Bauman from Ohio served very 
well as the auctioneer for the research auction which netted 
NNGA over $3,000. Nancy Werner advised the committee 
of possible activities for the CAP ladies (Companions Alter-
nate Program). She also helped individual ladies with places 
to shop, etc.  Additional credit goes to Jim McKenna who 
obtained the Blue Grass Band for the Sunday evening BBQ 
and wine tasting. He also hired the wonderful string quartet 
that played for the Wednesday evening Happy Hour and 
Banquet.

 During the awards portion of the banquette, Jim 
McKenna presented Kenneth Dooley with a Lifetime 
Achievement Award, made from ‘Deam’ hybrid walnut 
wood grown in Ken’s orchard. Ken and his two brothers 
Melvin & Dean were present at the banquet. More details 
are elsewhere in this issue.   

 Thanks to Gene Wild and to Charles & Marilyn 
Spurgeon for making their homes and orchards available for 
the Thursday optional tour which was well attended.  INGA 
members Brian and Ken Neighbors who own and operate 
the White Owl Winery at Birds, IL, donated two cases of 
their award winning fruit wines, including persimmon and 
pawpaw, for the wine tasting at the Sunday BBQ and Mon-
day evening auction.  

 Lastly, but by no means least,  I must thank my 
wife, Barbara, for her cooperation and support while I spent 
many hours planning and implementing the meeting. She 
chauffeured me twice to West Lafayette to meet with Jim 
McKenna and Purdue officials in the early site inspection 
and planning stages. She also mowed the orchard - and more 
- while I sat on my butt at the phone and computer!  At the 
meeting, she operated the registration room for two days 
along with volunteer help from a few NNGA ladies. 

 While writing this, I was once again given the op-
portunity to relive the entire 100th meeting. My personal 
view is that it was 100% successful thanks to the above 
mentioned, other INGA members not mentioned, and of 
course the active support from NNGA members Joyce Glatt 
who made the beautiful 100th meeting quilt, Sally Martyn 
who assembled the cookbook, Rose Powell who designed 
the anniversary caps and T shirts, Ernie Grimo who solicited 
auction donations and Linda Grimo who took charge of the 
cookies made by members for the break periods.  
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NNGA Meeting Program: July 20th - 23rd, 2009 
Day Location Title Speaker

Mon. STW 218 Welcome and Introduction Dr. Charles Michler

" STW 218
Key Note Address: Origin, History, and Iconography of Fruits and 
Nuts Dr. Jules Janick

" STW 218 NNGA Annual Business Meeting Greg Miller, President
" STW 218 Voices From the Past Alan Van Antwerp & Jerry Payne
" STW 218 Butternut Cultivars Jeanne Romero- Severson   
" STW 202 Small Scale Irrigation of Containerized Tree Seedlings Ron Overton
" STW 202 Seed Quality for Germinating Nut Crops Bob Karrfalt
" STW 218 Retention & Restoration of Butternut - A Case Study Mike Ostry
" STW 202 Forestry Herbicides 101 Matt Krausher
" STW 218 Genetic Management of Northern Red Oak Seed Orchards Lisa Worthen

" STW 202 Containerized vs. Bare-root trees - Walnut and Red Oak Philp Woolery
" STW 218 Voices From the Past  Ken Bauman
" STW 218 Voices From the Past Ernie Grimo
" STW 218 Black Walnut Ambers, New Information on an Old Problem Michele Warmond
" STW 202 Stratifying Black Walnut & Butternut      Jerry Henkin
" STW 218 DNA fingerprinting of Black Walnuts in Missouri      Mark Coggeshall
" STW 218 Voices From the Past Alan Beck
" STW 218 Nursery Density & Family Effects on Black Walnut Growth Keith Woeste
" STW 218 Voices From the Past by Lois Davie Sally Martyn
" STW 218 Voices From the Past Dick Jaynes

" STW 218 Pawpaw Cultivar, Rootstock and Training System trials at KSU Kirk Pomper 

" STW 218
Fruiting Characteristics and other Observations of 28 cultivars and 
Selections in South Carolina  Greg Reighard

" STW 218 Interspecific Hybrids of Asimina Neal Peterson
" STW 206 Auction Anagnostakis  

Tue. Martell Ag Field HTIRC Juglans Germplasm Block Jim McKenna

" Martell Butternut Block HTIRC Butternut Breeding & Canker Screening
Keith Woeste, Mike Ostry, & 
Sandy Anagnostakis 

"
Arbor America Inc., Granville 
Plantation Intensive Management of Walnut Cultivars for Timber Walt Beineke & Moses Martinez

" Meigs Farm Fertilizer Effects on Red Maple Mike Mickelbart
" Meigs Farm Paw Paw Varieties Paul Howard
" Meigs Farm Apple Research - Organic & Beyond Peter Hirst

Wed. STW 218 Voices From the Past Sandra Anagnostakis 

" STW 218
Looking Back 100 years- Looking Ahead 100 years: The View from 
Now Greg Miller 

" STW 218 Voices From the Past Billie Hanson 
" STW 218 Thousand Cankers Disease of Walnut Lenny Farlee
" STW 218 Preserving Butternuts in the Wild Jeanne - Romero Severson
" STW 218 Voices From the Past Gordon Kempf

" STW 218
Planting Chestnuts in the Forest & Where are the Ozark 
Chinquapins? Sandra Anagnostakis

" STW 218 Chinese Chestnut Exploration in China Sara Fitzsimmons
" STW 218 Pecans for the Orient - an Update Wes Rice
" STW 218 Voices From the Past Bill Reid
" STW 218 The Hybrid Hazelnut Consortium Troy Pabst
" STW 218 The Hardwood Ecosystem Project: A 100 Year Study Mike Saunders
" STW 218 Figured Walnut Clones - A look Inside Jim McKenna
" STW 218 Voices From the Past Bill Heiman

" STW 218
Male Genotype Influences Seed Set and Seed Size in Controlled 
Crosses of American Chestnut Lisa Worthen

" STW 218 Voices From the Past Bill Nash

" STW 218
Observations of Susceptibility and Resistance of the Chestnut Gall 
Wasp-on Selected Cultivars and Seedlings Greg Reighard

" STW 218 Improving Chestnut Quality Dennis Fulbright
" STW 218 Voices From the Past David Johnson
" STW 218 Pecan as a Crop for the North… Gary Fernald 
" S. Ballroom MU Banquet Presentation: Squirrel Tales Rob Swihart
" S. Ballroom MU NNGA Business Meeting Greg Miller

Thur. Zionsville Heirloom Apple Varieties & Cider Production Gene Wild
" Indianapolis Hickory Orchard Management: Cultivars & Culture Charles Spurgeon
" Terre Haute Persimmon and Pawpaw Research Jerry Lehman
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100 th NNGA Meeting  

Photos 
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More...100 th NNGA Meeting  Photos 
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The INGA Honors Ken Dooley for 
a Lifetime of Achievement
Mr. Ken Dooley of Marion, Indiana, is a founding 

Charter member of the INGA. He joined the NNGA soon after 

his service in WWII and has remained active with both groups 

over the sixty years following.  While working a regular job as 

a Veterans Affairs specialist, Ken propagated a 10 acre or-

chard of various Persian × black walnut hybrids and back-

crosses from the 1950's through the 1980's.  He grew several 

acres of apples for decades, too, along with pecan, hican, hick-

ory, heartnut, butternut, persimmon, black and Persian wal-

nut , and hybrids between them.  While the apples are by and 

large gone today, most of Ken’s nut trees are still there and 

cared for by him and his original tractor.  Many of Ken's fa-

vorite selections have been propagated by other nut grow-

ers.  A few of his most famous varieties are: the '$1,500' hick-

ory, the 'Deam' hybrid walnut, and the 'Beck' black walnut.   

Ken's passion for growing nut trees inspired and 

guided numerous people in Indiana.  His hard-work ethic and 

keen observations led him to become an authority on propaga-

tion and cultivar selection.  He advised and provided germ-

plasm to the US Forest Service walnut research program at 

Carbondale, IL, in the 1960's, and USDA Forest Service re-

searchers at Purdue University in the 2000's.  Ken has taught 

and grafted numerous trees over 5 decades and at 93 years-

young a few years ago, continued to successfully graft a few 

heartnuts for the Indiana Flower & Patio Show in February in 

his personal small greenhouse he built years ago.    

The INGA has been privileged to have Ken Dooley as 

member for all of its years since inception and would like to 

take note and honor Ken on the occasion of the 100th Annual 

meeting of the NNGA.

Ken holds up the plaque he received at the 
NNGA banquette.  It •s made from his •Deam• hy-
brid walnut wood 

Ken Dooley eating an apple in his orchard in 
Marion, Indiana, sometime in the 1950•s. Ken Dooley leading a tour and fielding ques-

tions at his Marion, Indiana walnut orchard for 
the INGA fall meeting September 9 th , 2007, 61 
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Mr. Ken Dooley,
in honor of a lifetime of 
achievement in nut tree 

culture & breeding
benefiting nut 

growers in Indiana & 
across the USA for

more than half a century
Presented on behalf of

the INGA at the 
100th annual NNGA 

conference, July 22, 2009.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The text and outline of Ken Dooley!s plaque.  The 
plaque was made out of Kens own "Deam! hybrid 
walnut wood by the Purdue Student Woodworkers 
Club.   

***************************************************** 

This & That 
by Jerry Lehman 

Pawpaw Seed Floaters 
Typical advice for germinating acorns and nuts in-
cludes the tip to put them in a bucket of water, and 
throw away those that float, because they aren’t vi-
able. I wanted to see if this same test was useful for 

pawpaw seeds. 

Last fall I saved about 50 pawpaw seeds. I cleaned 
them and put them in a moist paper towel in the fridge 
as soon as I ate them. Later I put them all through the 
float test, almost half of them were floaters, but saved 
them anyway, in a separate bag. 

In late January, I took 5 floaters and 5 sinkers, put 
them in ziploc bags with a wet paper towel. In 1 to 2 
months, all 10 seeds germinated. The first floater ger-
minated a day or two after the first  
sinker, the last of each also germinated within a cou-
ple days of one another. 

Anyhow, maybe the pawpaw gurus already knew this, 
but I thought I'd share with the list [and Hoosier Ker-
nel] Don't throw away floating pawpaw seeds! 

from, Alex Brands 
          Bethlehem, PA  

Flower & Patio Show report

Sam Dodd has completed the report of this years F&P 
Show. (In last quarters issue.)

Congratulations, this was the best year ever. Twenty 
new members were signed up and with tree sales the 
total this year was $1,088.  Sam's report was published 
in volume 2. 

Thank you all for your contribution of time, expenses 
and gasoline. Hopefully next year we will again be 
located centrally and up front in the show.

Also this is the most detailed report any treasurer in-
cluding myself has ever prepared. As Sam worked the 
show also, a double thanks goes to Sam.  

Seedless Plums
Agricultural Research Service (ARS) scientists are 
making progress in determining the genes that control 
pit formation in plums--the first step in a project to 
develop pitless varieties of this fruit. 

                                              (Continued on page 12.)


